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Cover Text: There is something 
fresh about the song of St. Francis 
and something youthful for which 
we instinctively yearn. The songs 
of Francis were songs of a world 
redeemed. This is the musie the 
world needs today. We brood over 
our frustrations, we psychoanalyze 
our souls, and in doing so lose our 
peace of soul, if net our mind! Oh, 
for the song of St. Francis that 
sings of all morbidities cleansed by 
the love and forgiveness and good- 
ness of God! The pagan of our day 
ean only have the spirit of jeviality 
when he is drunk: Francis jested 
and rejoiced because he had drunk 
of the Spirit. There is no fun with- 
out the faith. The cause of Fran- 
cis’ joy was not temperament and 
a sanguine liver, but the Trinity 


and the Savior’s love. 
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NEWS -LET TER 


lege Tertiaries Regional Meeting 
the program for the College fraternities’ regional meeting to be 
| at Alverno College, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, March 28-30, is as 
IWS: 
widay evening (March 28): Registration, pe aati nt doce 
mturday: 9: 30 Opening session 
10:30-11:30 First round of the Reporter on Rever- 
, prepared by the fraternities from Notre Dame, Indiana and St. 
incis College, Joliet. 
| 1:30-3:00 Second round of Kineposium and Summary. 
4:00-6:00 Panel discussion on Leadership moderated by 
fraternity from Quincy College, Quincy, Illinois. 
7:30 Question Box and informal discussion 
! 8:30 Social 

nday: 9:30 “How to Meditate” Explanation of the method of 
litating to be given by a member from Notre Dame fraternity.— 
ample Predation prepared by a member of St. Mary College fra- 
aity, Notre Dame, Indiana. 
11:30 Business session and closing remarks. 
enses for the meeting: Registration fee $1.50 


Breakfast 0 
Dinner 1.50 
Luncheon 1.00 
: Brunch ay gs. 

Room 1.25 (women only) 
cial accommodations will be arranged for the male delegates. 
lirman of the convention is Miss Patricia Feeney, 3333 South 39th 


vet, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
ganizing and Operating a Membership Drive 

» following outline is taken from a T.O. course being given by Fr. 
ymas More McDonald O.F.M., commissary of Nine Canada 


‘M. Third Order. 


Drives” such as the Red Cross or Community Chest conduct, de- 
don the preparation for success. A preparation must consider the 


Mite .@- 9 1595.8 109 


following: 
1. Clearly define the goal. How many new members? What e 


of new members? | 

2. Plan well in advance. Give enough time to build up steanis 

3. Planning Committee must explore every avenue and medit 
rian that will help make the Third Order known andj 
crease the membership. 

4. During the drive itself, everyone concerned should be fully 
formed of what is going on, of the progress being made and t| 
difficulties being encountered. : 

5. Periodic Peuenie should be issued for the benefit of the wha 
Fraternity. 

The Membership Drive could be organized as follows: 
1. A Planning Committee in charge of the whole drive. 
2. This committee will use means such as the following to reach : 
objective: 
a) Obtain a good supply of Third Order pamphlets and leafld 
b) Be pod to follow up inquiries by letters and to contd 
new members by letter. 

c) Visitors’ Sunday—a Fraternity meeting to which visitors a 
invited. 

d) The direct personal contact 

e) The use of frequent bulletins and releases to keep the int 
est of the Fraternity at a high pitch. 


Spiritual Means First 

1. Personal prayer and sacrifice of those running the drive. 

2. Take ways and means of having the whole Fraternity pray ai 
offer personal sacrifices for the success of the drive. 

3. Prayers should be recited in a group at committee and month 
meetings. 

4. The need of prayer and sacrifice should be kept constants 
fore the minds of the members during the drive. 

Promotion Through pamphlets 

1. There is a leaflet that answers all the stock objections we mé 
with entitled “What’s Your Objection?” | 

2. There are several leaflets for young people: “What a Life 
“Come On, Get Hep!” 

3. There is an excellent pamphlet for men called “The Francise 
Order for Men” “What Rule Do You Go By?” “Add Somethi 
New To Your Life” “Are You a Son of Darkness?” 

A. For a concise overall view of the Third Order, use one of t 
following: “Obligations and Privileges of the T.0.” “Do Y 
Know?” “Your Master Guide” “Words-eye View-of the Thi 
Order” “What is the Third Order?” 
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The Second Spring 


> IS IMPOSSIBLE to overestimate the tremendous enthusiasm engendered 
the Third Order when, to climax a series of encyclicals by three of 
predecessors, Pope Pius XI issued his “Rite Expiatis” in 1926 on the 
renth centenary of the death of St. Francis. 

In the history of journalism alone, it brought out some of the best 
prary efforts of Catholic authors. A whole spate of pamphlets and a 
ge brace of books began to fill the shelves. “Franciscana” even had to 
elaborated in the Dewey decimal system of library classification. 

he Third Order seemed to take on new life for a moment, but by the 
ddle 30’s it fell back into its slogging pace. There was talk of leader- 
p and leadership schools, but few truly prominent lay leaders seemed 
emerge from the ranks. The Third Order certainly did not seem to be 
ire hurtling headlong ahead in an all-consuming movement that would 
<indle the love of God in a world grown cold and cynical. The high 
me of enthusiasm had failed to build a fire where the heat was most 
>ded—that is, under the Third Order lay leaders themselves, the officers 
1 superiors of this layman’s order! 

'n the clerical circles little fire-brand tracts were being circulated like 
at company house organs, keeping an inbred broad informed of each 
ler’s thoughts but having no impact on the men and women “out in the 
yp.” These fiery thoughts (such as Whose is the Land?) did not burst 
barriers and carry over into lay leadership. This was lacking; is lack- 
-- A knowledge of the Order in its wider ramifications—the impact of 
: Order on the past through its social ideals and the over-all picture 
the Order as an instrument of sanity and social reform never really 
ight hold. Fr. James Meyer tried to crack the shell with his Social 
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Ideals of St. Francis, originally given as a series of lectures written off in 
white heat in 1935. The Toute congress formulated an Economic Pro- 
gram in 1936 but it never seems to have been implemented and cham: 
pioned by the laity. Instead we have had to fight a paralyzing impression 
that the Third Order is a religious clique, clacking piously in protected 
churches at the moral abberations of the age. like some stern Victorian 
aunt who never ventured forth to shuffle with the crowd. 

Such a picture is anything but true. But it is a picture many have of 
the Third Order nonetheless. Some leaders of the Order, unaware of the 
Order’s rich heritage and inner potentialities, but somehow aware that 
the Third Order should be doing more in bese action than it appeared 
to be doing, turned iS stimulating, if not “simulating,” action by propos- 
ing various “projects” for the Order to undertake with the same foolish 
incongruity that would make a priest a carnival caller instead of a shep-| 
herd of souls. Both are activities: one inappropriate and the other fitting 
the principle of priesthood. 

So with the Third Order. It is leaven. It is its own action without hay- 
ing to search for activities. It has a solid program for forming a Christian 
mentality and a tradition and school for training people in Christian 
asceticism and perfection of life. Its job is to foster a Catholic mind and) 
an outlook and make that mind and outlook dominate the social, political, 
economic and educational fields. It is to have “this mind which was also 
in Christ Jesus.” This seems like a tremendous order. It is. And a tre+ 
mendous challenge! 

It is in this challenge that we can discern the signs of the second spring! 
Seed was not sown in vain. The ground lay fallow for years, but to a good 
purpose. 

There is an awakening urgency on the part of the lay members of the 
Order to take the lead instead of being constantly led. Here are our rea: 
sons for saying so: | 

1. Our February editorial (and who reads editorials?) brought an 
overwhelming response to our suggestion about a Franciscan Book Club! 
And the response came from the he The elaborated shelf of “Francis: 
cana” shall stay on the shelf no longer. The spate of pamphlets will get 
into the hands of the tertiaries and the brace of books will find its way 
directly to the tertiary without first being filtered through other clincia: 
fingers. Lay leaders reported to us that lists of members were availabled 
Response came from all quarters of the country and from some of the 
largest as well as the smallest fraternities. The laity wants to be formed 
and informed. Perhaps that body is not getting enough nourishment ane 
feels starved. The response has given us the encouragement to carry ou! 
what we proposed. In a couple of weeks every tertiary whose name we 
have on our lists will receive a brochure announcing the new FRANCIS 
CAN BOOK CLUB. This is a tenuous venture and involves a goodly out 
lay. Our immediate goal is 3000 members! The first selection will bi 
THESE MADE PEACE by two eminent tertiaries, Peter Anson and th] 
late Cecily Hallack—a hook of lives of some 50 tertiaries, written in at 
absorbing way with the emphasis on accuracy and historical truth, PLU! 
a choice of one of 15 other Franciscan books, ranging from selections fo! 
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2 Doctor of Theology to Franciscan fare for the youngest cordbearer of 
| Francis. Both selections for $2.98. Is your name on our lists! Do you 
nt every member of your fraternity to receive the announcement of 


is new FRANCISCAN BOOK CLUB? 


2. Stemming from this urgency for information in our midst, there is 
P growing demand for adult education courses in our fraternities. These 
n very well grow into real leadership schools. And the exercise and 
wrk necessary to build up this sudden appetite for more information has 
en long and difficult. In 1948 the first mid-east leadership institute took 
ace, followed a couple of years later by a similar school in Chicago’s 
orrison Hotel to which officers of the Order were invited, and followed 
t more by regional meetings conducted by various commissaries of the 
ird Order in central points throughout the country. The final fruiting 
courses in the fraternities ranging from discussions on the sacraments, 
2 sacramentals, to full courses on St. Francis and his times, on to per- 
al psychology, and over to such topics as “Bible Lands Come to Life.” 
uese spring courses are indeed a Second Spring for the T.O. 


3. Finally we are encouraged by a group of tertiaries from various uni- 
sities throughout the country (professors and doctors) who have 
oled their forces and poured them into what is known as “Serra Acad- 
ry.” The Academy is as yet not brick and steel. It now stands for 
pught and energy and the implementing of its ultimate goal which is 
jintegrate religion into all normal pursuits of man, especially in the 
Id of education. After four years of struggle against odds and without 
ads, the group has at last found a home at Franciscan Quincy College, 
incy, Illinois. Dr. Willis D. Nutting, of Notre Dame University, will 
rect the Academy’s first program at Quincy next July. Lay leadership 
here taken the initiative, inspired by the pamphleteering and think- 
x of the 30’s and 40’s and we shall be overjoyed if the present program 
velops into a full blown Academy of Tertiary influence as we believe 
must. 

One tertiary province, in announcing its Provincial Convention, breaks 
2 convention into separate programs (1) by and for priests and direc- 
-s and (2) by and for tertiaries. Its theme is “Keys to Progress” and 
> keys do not unlock “projects” but the unused inner rooms at the 
art of the tertiary movement. This is the Second Spring! 

L refer you to Fr. Brendan Mitchell's O.F.M. article on page (141). Fr. 
endan is editor of “The Way of St. Francis” and Commissary of the 
nta Barbara Tertiary Province. 
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Doctor of the Poor 


Model Tertiaries 


by Xavier Carroll, OFM 


fl ies BE BORN RIGH is sometimes a 
curse. Maybe not, though, if you lose 
all your wealth before you are old 
enough to understand what an im- 
portant person you are. This is what 
happened to a little boy by the name 
of Antonio Cuoghi Costantino. He 


was born into an extremely wealthy 
family which fell upon evil days, in 
fact was reduced to destitution while 
he was a child. Later on he would 
“T’ve tried everything. I’ve 
gone down the road in a magnificent 


write: 
coach drawn by proud, prancing 
horses; and I’ve travelled the same 
path in broken shoes and with an 
empty stomach.” 

The reversal of fortune did not 
intimidate Antonio. He ran out to 
wrestle with life armed with a strong 
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faith and firm will. He completed i 
Gymnasium and Lyceum, equivale 
to our junior college and college, "" 


incredible sacrifice. Then off to tl 
university of Modena where he wy 
awarded a diploma in pharmacy. 
opened a shop in a small village — 
the Appenines. This venture did ni 
bring in enough revenue to  sustai 
his basic daily needs. Soon he wi 
back in Modena seeking and obtati 
ing an assignment teaching chemist: 
in the Technical Institute. But he wi 
not settling down yet. 

Simultaneous with his public teae: 
ing office and his private tutorim 
Antonio was continuing his own stu 
ies. He obtained the _licentiate 
chemistry and physics and with it t 
position of “lector.’’ Cutting down ¢ 
his sleep and forcing himself ¢ 
amidst terrible difficulties, he likews 
obtained a degree in medicine at t 
University of Parma. 

The intellectual atmosphere Doct 
Contantino found himself immers¢ 
in was one of disbelief and religio 
indifference. But this situation prow 
to be only a goad. It spurred on I 
own faith. He devoted fifty years 
his life to the passionate pursuit 
truth in science. In his numerous pu 
lished scientific articles he renewed i 
terest in the study of hydrolosis, 
that time all but abandoned in Ita} 

Sorrows had their place in the | 
of Dr. Costantino. Ten children we 
born to him but five died in the flow 
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heir youth. He encountered dis- 
s, bitterness, opposition, illness— 
most cutting of all, human spite. 
bore all silently, adoring always 
profound and unsearchable de- 


s of God. 


s a father, Antonio was kind but 
. One glance from papa was suf- 
nt to correct any abberations. He 
himself, sacrificed himself for his 
ren—and they knew it. He al- 
s knew where they were. At night 
ould stay up waiting for them to 
rn. He taught them to meditate. 
taught them to be reverently fa- 
ar with God. He wrote “Religious 
ughts” for them to keep after he 


ike Dr. Vico Necchi, whose vir- 
s and marvelous example he emu- 
, Antonio practiced medicine as 
. The Lord could enter his heart 
the flame of divine charity be- 
e he had already thrown it open 
e sorrows of suffering humanity. 
was truly the doctor of the poor. 
developed as a physician of souls. 
immense good Dr. Constantino 
in both roles is known to Him 
1€ who penetrates the heart. 


this holy physician never counted 
‘cost in weariness or fatigue. The 
r he was always prompt to re- 
e, to run to their homes on call. 
was seldom paid. On the con- 
y he gave them money, medicine 

the word which consoles and 
forts, inspires and, strangely, often 
ss. Nevertheless his profession 
ight him a comfortable living. 
he had such a seraphic attach- 
1t to poverty that he looked upon 
income as simply a means for 
tting his works of mercy toward 
poor. “My Redeemer and Mas- 
> he would pray, “help me so that 
in help them; that following your 
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example I can give comfort to the 
body so as to heal the soul.” And 
help them he did. In his testament 
he recommended to his children: 
“Never refuse an alms to the poor 
who come to your door. Recall that 
Jesus has said: ‘What you do for the 
poor, you do for me.’ ” 


Antonio was a Franciscan tertiary 
with a soul thoroughly seraphic in 
thought and act. He really did love 
everyone, even his enemies and the 
enemies of his faith. He prayed for 
them and was quick to sieze upon 
any occasion to aid them. Prayer was, 
in fact, the deep source of his unusual 
charity. Each morning, in every sea- 
son of the year, he would arise at 
four to recollect himself in prayer and 
pious reading. These were for him 
the “hours of paradise.” At six he 
went to church for Mass. By seven 
he was home. Then his day was di- 
vided between the school, the hospi- 
tal and his study. In the afternoon 
he visited the Blessed Sacrament, took 
a short walk and then returned to the 
hospital. He got together with the 
family for the supper hour which was 
followed invariably with the rosary. 
This was the pattern of fifty years. 
Near the end of his life he had the 
privilege of keeping the Eucharistic 
Jesus in his private chapel. Papa, 
Mama and the children alternated 
keeping vigil. 

Dr. Costantino’s last hour was as 
serene as the flow of his life. Kissing 
and rekissing the crucifix he said: 
“Now I am ready!” He embraced 
and blessed his children. Again he 
kissed the crucifix and died. It was 
October 13, 1930. The saintly old 
man had reached his eightieth year. 
He went to God dressed in the Fran- 
ciscan habit. Even without it, St. 
Francis would surely have recognized 
him as one of his very own. @ 
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Portraits of St. Francis 


by Mark Hegener O.F.M. 


hae IS HARDLY a church in the 
world that does not have some statue 
or stained glass window of St. Francis 
of Assisi. In Italy one might say that 
the whole country is his shrine. Mus- 
solini made even the hallowed sanct- 
uaries and hermitages in the hills ac- 
cessible. And the little church high 
in the hills of Greccio enshrines one 
of the most precious of the early por- 
traits of St. Francis. 


Not only does every church know 
St. Francis, but every artist in Catho- 
lic tradition has tried to portray him. 
The Benedictine Subercaceaux of our 
day, back to the Dominican Fray 
Angelico, have lovingly painted the 
saint who is “everybody’s St. Francis,” 
in the twentieth as in the thirteenth 
century. 

The first representations of St. 
Francis at the very earliest period of 
life are the thirteenth century frescoes 
of his birth in a stable, but the 
quaintest of all is the modern (19th 
cent.) fresco over the baptismal font 
of the cathedral of San Rufino in As- 
sisi where he was baptized, showing 
the tiny swaddled babe held up by 
his proud sponsors, crowing and danc- 
ing for the water of life! An indica- 
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tion, no doubt, of his later love f 
song and zest for life! . 

Next in the period of Francis’ yow 
is a curious polychrome terra coi 
statue of the boy in a church erect: 
on the site of the Bernardone hom 
it represents Francis kneeling in pray 
in a dark, cave-like chapel, more li 
a pantry, the very cellar where | 
severe parent locked him up to pu 
ish his excess of generosity and alni 
giving and to cover up Bernardom 
embarrassment at having the tox 
laught at this “crazy fool Franei 
Pazzo! Loony! This terra cotta statt 
it is said, is a gift from Spain a 
dates back to the 15th or 16th ca 


tury. 


Subiaco Portrait 


But the first authentic portrait | 
St. Francis in the religious habiti 
that of the Benedictine monastery } 
Subiaco, painted by a_ Benedict? 
monk during St. Francis’ visit to 1 
abbey in 1224. The portrait, fresc¢ 
on the wall, is one of the most h 
lowed spots of the monastery, at { 
foot of the stairs leading to St. Ber 
dict’s cavern cell, the chapel of 
Gregory the Grest, where Francis } 
sisted at Mass. 
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youthful looking St. Francis was 
ed by a Benedictine monk at Mt. 
co in 1224, two years before 


death of Francis. 


1e walls of the tiny chapel are 
of medieval frescoes, but St. 
cis’ figure stands out alone facing 
tar, in his grey habit and high- 
ted cowl (such as you can still 
he peasants wearing in the fields 
Umbria and Tuscany today). 
cis, in this fresco, is such an alert 
mality, youthful, full of life and 
the slender, erect figure, the 
ate oval face with its chiseled, re- 
features, and the wide-set eyes 
le artist, seer and mystic gazing 
tly out at us from the fresco of 
ago. 


1ere is no halo around the Subi- 
igure of Francis for it was done 
s life time. There are no pierced 
s and feet, and over it is written 
ter Franciscus,” while the book 
ve Rule in his hand is open at 
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“Pax et bonum,” the familiar greet- 
ing with which Brother Francis prob- 
ably daily greeted the Benedictine 
who painted his portrait when he 
crept out of the cell with the light of 
the dawning to meditate in the gar- 
den where St. Benedict had rolled his 
body among thorns and briars. Here 
Francis planted and tended some rose 
bushes on the arid, thorny earth, and 
through some supernatural green 
thumb, St. Benedict’s thorns blos- 
somed into St. Francis’ roses! The 
rich perfume fills the chapel today 
where their gardener, St. Francis, 
looks down on them from his frescoed 
portrait on the wall. 


The Rome Portrait 


Resembling in some respects the 
Subiaco portrait while differing from 
it widely in others, is the first con- 
temporary Roman picture of St. Fran- 
cis, hanging over the altar in his cell 
at San Francisco a Ripa—the hospi- 
tal hermitage by the Tiber where he 
lived while in Rome. It must have 
been painted very shortly after his 
death, for it is a poignant memorial 
of friendship from his old and trusted 
friend, the Lady Giacoma de’ Settesoli 
whom St. Francis called Frate Gia- 
coma. 

An ancient tradition has it that the 
devoted Franciscan tertiary painted 
it herself, but it is in reality the work 
on one of the well known thirteenth 
century artists, called Margheritone 
of Arrezzo. The commission for its 
painting may have been given by 
Lady Giacoma. All over Italy you will 
find Margheritone portraits of St. 
Francis or imitations of the old mas- 
ter, blocked about by little scenes 
from the life of St. Francis. 

The old Arezzo master made a 
wonderful portrait of St. Francis in 
1226; he was the saint of love and 
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Margheritone of Arezzo’s painting of 
St. Francis was probably completed 
the year Francis died. It hangs over 
the altar in St. Francis’ cell at San 
Francesco a Ripa in Rome. 


| 


humanity still, but more the saint of 
the cross and the passion of Christ. 
The gentle, delicate face is un- 
changed, though the features are 
sharpened by suffering and the wide- 
open kindly eyes seem to follow one 
with almost living insistence, holding 
in their depths the light of unspeak- 
able revelation. In one hand St. Fran- 
cis clasps the cross to his breast, in 
the other the book of the Gospels, no 
longer open, as before at the Gospel 
of peace, but at that hard saying of 
the crucified Master, “If any man 
will come after me, let him disown 
himself, take up his cross and follow 
me,” 
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The Greccio Portrait 


The Greccio portrait which ham 
over the main altar of the hermita; 
friary is said to date back to 1225, 
year before St. Francis’ death, and 
have been painted by the hand or 
the command of the same Lady G 
coma de’ Settesoli. St. Francis ho 
a handkerchief to his eyes, indicatit 
the serious eye trouble he had durit 
the last years of his life. His face\ 
pinched with suffering. The oth 
hand is raised in blessing. The sts 
mata are clearly visible. The featur 
correspond to the description 
Thomas of Celano and to the genei 
impression Francis made on conte! 
porary writers. 


The Italians called him “Poverell 
—little and poor. And that is the fij 
impression he made on people, as 3 
did on the Bishop of Terni. He w: 
small, sallow, simple, plain and 
significant. A student, Thomas 
Spalato, heard him preach at Bology 
and reports: “‘Sordidus erat habit 
persona contemptibilis et facies inal 
cora.” Dressed shabbily, a per 
hardly worth noticing and a rath 
homely face. “You are not good lo 
ine” stalwart and handsome Mass 
told Francis, “and yet they all r 
after you.” “Little wretch,” “vil 
worm,” Francis calls himself with 


shadow of false modesty. 


Thomas of Celano says he stood 
fore the Pope “a little man of ¢ 


spicable appearance,” and later | 
Friar Thomas gives us details of Fra’ 
cis’ features: ‘““Of mediocre statue, i 
clining to smallness; head ordinal 
and round; features, somewhat | 
and prominent; forehead, small aj 
smooth; eyes, middling, dark and f| 
of simpleness; black hair,  straigi 
brows; nose, regular, thin i 


ight; ears, standing out, but small; 

small and thin; teeth, white and 
ilar; beard, black and sparse; thin 
&; straight shoulders, short arms, 
h fleshless hands, long fingers, 
minent nails, slender legs, small 
with little flesh.” 


dd to this the “swarthiness” of St. 

faventure’s description and it is the 
frait of a plain little man similar 
the Greccio portrait. The Bishop 
(Verni was only voicing the opin- 
-of the majority when he called 
mcis “this contemptibly poor little 
m, so foolish and unlettered.” The 
ple echoed it as a favorite term 
affectionate endearment: Poor Lit- 
Fellow—I] Poverello! 


small but ancient painting, prob- 
y painted in Francis’ lifetime, 
gs over the main altar of the 
mitage of Greccio where Francis 
ebrated that famous Christmas eve 


1223. 
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All the earliest portraits corroborate 
the description of ‘Thomas of Celano. 
It is only when the artists of latter 
ages who were far removed from the 
people who knew Francis that we be- 
gin to get the nice looking and hand- 
some Francis of Gioto, the fine in- 
tellectual Francis of the Sienese mas- 
ters, and the sanctified loveliness of 
the Francis of Della Robbia. Had 
the real Francis been as these, Mas- 
seo’s remark would have been point- 
less, Celano’s description sheer inade- 
quate reporting, the Spalatine stud- 
ent’s and the Bishop of Terni’s_re- 
marks galling and untrue. 


The very insignificance of Francis 
made his flame like spirit all the more 
amazing; and it was possibly this 
quality of the spirit that artists tried 
so hard to depict as they filled the 
walls of the basilica of San Francesco 
with frescoes and precious painting. 
These three earliest portraits of Saint 
Francis are doubly interesting as 
showing him as his contemporaries 
knew him, in the places of his daily 
life, so unchanged in the atmosphere 
and the monastic peace since his day. 
At Subiaco St. Francis is calling men 
to love and goodness. At San Fran- 
cesco a Ripa the stigmatized Francis 
points out to poor humanity the royal 
road of the Cross. At-Greccio he 
shows the actuality of the road of the 
cross in the suffering he is enduring 
—the blind and tear-filled eyes, the 
wounds of the stigmata, but withal, 
spreading his blessings like greetings 
to the life and to the right and call- 
ing all men “good people.” 


Giotto’s Frescoes 


Later on Giotto Bondone ( +1337) 
at Assisi, gave the world a whole por- 
trait gallery in the striking life story 
of Francis painted on the walls of 
the Upper Church of San Francesco, 


Wye 


Giotto’s portrait of St. Francis is taken 
from the large fresco in the Upper 
Church of San Francesco which shows 


St. Francis supporting the tottering 
walls of the Lateran Basilica in the 
dream of Innocent III. 


and other frescoes mounted like jewels 
in the dimness of the shadows of the 
Lower Church above the saint’s tomb. 
This great Franciscan tertiary painted 
his spiritual Father tirelessly, loving- 
ly, and understandingly, and his pu- 
pils emulated him in this devotion 
till the whole basilica of San Fran- 
cesco is a frescoed poem of the holy 
life, culminating in the mystical mar- 
riage scene with Lady Poverty. Of 
all the portraits of Francis in Giotto’s 
huge frescoes, perhaps the most im- 
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pressive is the youthful St. Fray 
supporting the walls of the Lat 
in Innocent III’s dream. Ther 
youth and vigor and character in 
face. There is joy and _ enthusi 
born of his new idealism. 
Down in the half-light of the L 
er Church, St. Francis looks out f 
every corner. As the sunlight cat 
Simone Martini’s (1284-1344) 
sized, half length figure of Fra 
it becomes a vision of white and 
with the gold halo in bas-relief, 
ing the fresco seem to detach i 
from the wall. Unlike earlier paj 
ings, Simone Martini’s painting ; 
veals the unearthly beauty of St. Fri 
cis, allowing the while purity of | 
soul to shine through the transpar 
features. Strange and yet not stra’ 
if one considers how these painters 
the ages of faith went unerringlyl 
the mainspring of St. Francis’ ch 
acter, showing us not the outer s¢ 
blance but the portrait of a sow 
The last great picture of the eg 
period in the decoration of the Bz 
ica of San Francesco is the lov 
Madonna of Cimabue (1240-13! 
in the Lower Church’s right trans¢ 
sitting enthroned attended by f 
angels and St. Francis, in proba 
the truest likeness that has come de 
to us. St. Francis in this great } 
ture looks a little wistful, almost s1 
ing to himself, as though think 
what grand company he is in ; 
what should he be doing here? 


(To be continued) 
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| WAG PUT IT THIS way: “I would 
to buy you for what you are 
rth, and sell you for what you 
1k you are worth. I would become 
n over night.” 

ow different is our opinion of 
fselves compared with the opinions 
those who observe us. How often 
| boast about talents, and gifts, 
wers and influences which anyone 
h a discerning eye can see we do 
- possess. How foolishly we live in 
ream world, out of touch with 
ility. 

Have you ever had this enlighten- 
* experience? Accused of some fault 
character, you protested indig- 
mtly, repudiated the insinuation, 
d sincerely so, for you were hon- 
ly convinced that the finger pointed 
justly. Later, you discovered how 
ong you were and how right your 
tic was. Oh, how differently we 
vuld live our lives if we were willing 
accept the unflattering truth about 
rselves. 

Lack of self-knowledge is the great- 
- obstacle in spiritual progress. We 
.not want to face the facts about 
rselves. We play ostrich, burying 
r heads in the sands of self-de- 
ptions and blinding ourselves to 
ality. This choice bit of folly does 
t change the facts. Facts are stub- 
r things and have a way of re- 
uining facts in spite of serious ef- 
ts to explain them away. 
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by Avpert Nimetu O.F.M. 


What usually happens is this: we 
build strawmen; we fight windmills; 
we shadow-box. The result is a lot of 
exertion, but most of the effort is 
wide of the mark. We are running 
outside the course. We are working in 
the dark. Instead of lighting a match 
we prefer to grope in the blindness 
and wonder why we bump our shins 
and run into open drawers. 

As long as we refuse to look at 
ourselves honestly, there is no mystery 
why we do not make progress in 
the spiritual life. 

We do not know what our needs 
are and therefore we cannot satisfy 
them. We do not know what our 
weaknesses are and therefore cannot 
re-inforce them. The consequence is 
a creeping vague feeling of dissatis- 
faction and frustration. We think our- 
selves cheated and become cynical. 
Like the poor unskilled workman, we 
begin to blame our tools, our environ- 
ment, our heredity, our government, 
our religion, the weatherman and 
even God—everything and everybody 
except the real culprit—ourselves. All 
this because we have a touched up 
version of ourselves, because we insist 
on viewing ourselves through the 
smoked glasses of self-interest and 
self-love. 

Why aren’t we more honest at least 
with ourselves? If we were, we would 
begin to make greater strides in per- 
sonal betterment. r 
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Loving Graditude 


by Philip Marquard O.F.M. 


D ID YOU EVER HEAR ANYONE SAY) 
“Good God.” No doubt you did. Bu; 
most probably it was said as an ex 
clamation of surprise or anger. ]| 
was pronounced in vain, withou 
thinking. Much like a dog barking} 
If people would only think what the 
are saying when they say “G 
God,” they would add: “I am duty 
bound to be grateful and to love hi 
for his goodness.” 


Do you know how a disciple o 
St. Francis of Assisi brought this 
home to a certain frivolous, light- 
minded person? He took him to a 
blind, paraylzed man and asked the 
afflicted man: “Tell me, if someone 
were to give you back your sight 
and your power of movement, would! 
you love that person?” “Love him?,” 
cried the afflicted individual, “T 
would be his slave for life.” Then 
he turned to the frivolous man and 
said: ‘Someone gave you _ healthy 
senses, bright eyes, lively ears, and 
ready tongue, besides so many more 
blessings. What do you do in grati- 
tude to him?” 


This question you can readily query 
of yourself: “What am I doing in 
gratitude to God for all he has be- 
stowed on me?” Clearly you recognize 
the necessity of displaying gratitude 
to God. 


1. COAXED TO BE GRATEFUL 


Christ himself brought this very 
strikingly to our attention when he 
healed the ten lepers, only one, 2 
pagan, returned to give thanks te 
Christ. Hence Jesus asked: “Were 
not ten made clean; and where are 
the nine? There is no one founc 
to return and give glory to God, bu 
this stranger.” 


You can see from his words tha’ 
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st was hurt. He expected at least 
rd from grateful hearts. St. Paul 
ise brings this duty out clearly 
riting: “In all things give thanks 
@this is the will of God in Christ 
s concerning you all.” Mark well, 
ays it is the will of God that you 
er thanks. What is the will of 
is surely your duty. 


he Church in her liturgy gives 
an example to follow. Daily her 
sts pray in the Preface at Holy 
s: “Let us give thanks to the 
Our God.” And the congrega- 
through the altar boys answers: 
is truly meet and just” 


esides your own good judgment 
you that you have the obliga- 
to pronounce acts of gratitude 
favors received. You expect them 
others. Sometime ago a large 
ery company had a whole ship- 
t of damaged canned goods. The 
s were bent and hence could not 
old. One of the managers of the 
pany was instrumental in having 
entire shipment turned over to 
aritable institution, and he asked 
superior of the institution to write 
Stter of gratitude to the company. 
y followed day, and week followed 
+k, and still there was no grateful 
er. The manager was worried, be- 
se he had been questioned by the 
cials of the company regarding 
goods given away. Finally he 
te a letter to the charitable insti- 
on. It contained only one word. 
large bold letters it stood across 
page. It was the word “Please.” 
ow it the manager’s name was 
ed. It was an unmistakable plea 
a word of gratitude. There you 
see how much people look for 
rateful word. 
Vhen a child if given a little gift 
a piece of candy, you will hear 
nother urging a “thank you” with 
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the words: “Now what do you say, 
what are you to tell the man for 
giving you the candy?” 

If you are so solicitous about thank- 


‘ing men, why should you be less con- 


cerned about thanking God, your 
very life, health and all. You cannot 
even move one of of your fingers 
without God’s help. “Every best gift 
and every perfect gift is from above” 
(James 1, 17). This thought made 
King David sing out in a psalm: 
“What is man O Lord that thou are 
so mindful of him, and what is the 
son of man that thou visitest him. 
Thou hast made him a little less than 
the angels.” 

King David really er hee all that 
God had given him. Would you 
be forgetful? Some people are. It is 
only when they are ill, lose their 
health or other blessings that they 
rise to a realization of God‘s precious 
gifts. Must you wait until your health 
breaks or grief strikes? Perhaps then 
it will be too late. 

When you are continually appre- 
ciative of God’s gift’s, you fare much 
better when trouble or sin mark you. 
In later years King David sinned 
seriously but he was quick to re- 
spond to God’s grace. Why? Simple 
because he had always sung the praises 
of God and won a fast friendship 
with God. His renowned words of 
gratitude are in the Biblical Psalms, 
which are used daily by priests, re- 
ligious and some lay folk the world 
over. In some of his psalms he calls 
to God for his goodness. He would 
sing, for instance: “Praised ye the 
Lord, O sun and moon, praise him, 
all ye stars and light. Let the old 
with the young praise the name of 
the Lord. Give glory to the Lord for 
He is good.” 

But actually you have more to be 
grateful for than King David. He 
lived in the Old Testament. Whereas 
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you live in the New Testament. ‘True, 
Christ died for him as well as he did 
for you, But you have all the rich 
legacy Christ left you in this world, 
the Church with the Holy Sacrifice 
and the Sacraments, and especially 
the perpetual presence of Christ sac- 
ramentally in your parish church. 


2. How tro Grow GRATEFULLY 


Perhaps of all those who have lived 
since the time of Christ, St. Francis 
stands out for his evident acts of grat- 
itude to God. At one time while mak- 
ing a journey with a companion he 
stopped to eat under the shade of a 
tree along a running brook. Turning 
to his companion St. Francis said: 
“Think how good God is, for all 
eternity he knew we would stop here 
thirsty and hot and see how he has 
provided for us with this cool water 
and beautiful shade tree.’ Then he 
he breathed a prayer of gratitude to 
God. 

It was St. Francis too who wrote 
the immortal Canticle to the Sun. It 
is a song of praise and _thanksgiv- 
ing to Almighty God. This you can 
quickly glean from a portion of it: 
“Praise be to thee, my God, with 
all thy creatures, especially my Lord, 
brother Sun who brings day, and 
thou dost give light through him; 
and he is beautiful and radiant and 
of great splendor. He signified thee 
Most High. Praise ye and bless my 
Lord. Give God thanks and_ serve 
him with great humility.” Thus the 
entire Canticle to the Sun is a veri- 
table thanksgiving hymn to God for 
the gifts of all creation. 

You, as a tertiary, cannot neglect 
this obligation to show your grateful- 
ness to God. Yet you cannot hope 
to do this adequately until you have 
learned to be grateful to your fel- 
lowmen for their little services. For 
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gratitude will only flow from an u/ 
selfish heart—a heart which lays | 
self open to God and men. 

An act of kindness to your fello 
men goes a long way toward makix 
others happy. A word of gratitu 
to one will carry joy to many. Ta 
for example, the husband w 
thanked his wife for her evening m 
with the words: “You are a gre 
little wife and I do not know whi 
I would do without you.” It cheer 
her so much that she sang as s 
cleaned her kitchen. The happy so 
was heard next door, and the wom 
there caught the refrain and 5 
also. Two homes were happier b 
cause a man had been _thoughtf 
enough to thank his wife. More y 
the butcher boy stopped by with 
late delivery and heard the joyft 
melody and went away whistling mei 
rily. Thus goodness diffuses itself. - 

When you are grateful to thos 
of your own household and_ othe: 
with whom you rub elbows, you gro’ 
in gratitude. There are myriad ¢ 
actions and things for which ye 
can and should express gratefulne; 
if only you are awake to them. Then 
is as much greatness of mind in ae 
knowledging a good turn as in doit 
one. 

These grateful words and acts ar 
good life insurance. They open God 
heart besides those of your fellow 
men to you, When your bad da 
comes, God and your fellowmen wi 
be only too glad to help you. Th 
more generous you are to God in you 
gratitude, the more he will be t 
you. For he cannot be outdone i 
generosity. His living presence in ov 
churches is ample proof of this. 

Simple ejaculations are an easy wa 
to cultivate a spirit of gratitude. | 
constant use of “Blessed be God 
and “Thanks be to God” are certai 
to win you many blessings. ( 
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An Officer Installation Ceremony 


The Third Order ceremonial does not provide for an officer in- 
allation ceremony. The ceremony below is being used in some 
oung tertiary groups with the intention of impressing both the new 
ficers and the members with the importance and dignity of the 
rtiary officers of the Third Order. 


1. The officers are seated according to their precedence in the ceremony 
» follow. 

2. The retiring officers bring with them to the altar rail the symbols of 
leir respective offices. 

3. The Blessed Sacrament is exposed where permitted. 

4. The Director reads the following homily taken from St. Francis’ Letter 
» a Certain Minister: 

“(A leader in the order) ought to be one of the utmost moral gravity, 
f great discernment, of commendable reputation. A man without private 
fections, lest in favoring any part too much, he engender scandal for the 
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whole. A man fond of the pursuit of prayer, who allots his time betwe 
definite hours for his soul and definite hours for the flock committed { 
him. For he ought to begin early in the morning with the sacred mysteric 
of the Mass and in extended devotion commend himself and his flock 
the protection of Ged. | 

“After his prayers, he should appear in public at everybody’s beck, 1 
respond to everybody, to provide kindly for everybody. He should he 
man who will not cut sordid corners by playing favorites, and who 
swayed by no less concern for the lower ranking and witless than for tho 
higher up and gifted. A man who, though it has been granted him 1 
excel by his gift of learning, nonetheless by his conduct rather presen 
the image of pious simplicity and fosters virtue. 

“In fine, he ought to be a man who will under no condition endang 
the virile framework of justice by his craving to keep the honor, but w 


will feel that so great an office is bound to be more of a burden than a 
honor to him. But of course, over-much gentleness must not give rise t 
indifference, nor lax indulgence to the dissolution of discipline, so that 
will be dreaded as much by those who do evil as he is loved by everybo 
else. 

“I would wish, however, that he had associates endowed with a sense ¢ 
propriety, who like him would set an example of everything good; men s¢ 
against self-indulgence, strong against difficulties, yet so duly affable th; 
they receive anybody coming to them with holy geniality. 

“See, that is the kind of person the minister of the order ought to he: 

(Worps oF St. FRANC 

5. All kneel. Sing “Veni Creator Spiritus” 

6. After the “Veni Creator” the retiring officers and the new officers com 


to the communion rail or to the foot of the altar where they kneel. Th 
retiring Treasurer and the Treasurer Elect come to the center and genuflee 
Retiring Treasurer: 

“When Jesus was in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, a woma 
came up to him with an alabaster jar of precious ointment, and she poure 
it on his head and he reclined at table. But when the disciples saw thii 
they were indignant and said: “To what purpose is this waste? For th! 
might have been sold for much and given to the poor.’ But Jesus, perceivin 
it, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? She has done me a goo 
turn. For the poor you have always with us, but you do not always hav 
me. ” 

With this scene in mind, the alabaster box becomes the symbol of th 
office of Treasurer. Accept it, always mindful that whatever shall be cor 
tained herein shall never be used under false pretext no matter how seen 
ingly holy, for any base purpose but rather for the service of the body 
the Lord.” 

Treasurer Elect (accepting and kissing the box) 
“T accept this alabaster box as a symbol of my office, and will heed you 
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d admonition in the spirit of our holy Father St. Francis, who said, 
essed is the servant who returns all the good he has to the Lord God.” 
. Both genuflect and return to place. The retiring Corresponding Secre- 
y and Recording Secretary and officers elect come to center and genu- 
t. 


tiring Corresponding Secretary: 

‘They have pierced my hands and my feet. Our blessed Lord delivered 
| body to the executioners that all His members by suffering should serve 
Redemption and thereby manifest his great love for us. Our Divine 
ior permitted himself to be fastened with nails. Long spikes were driven 
-o his hands and feet. 

tiring Recording Secretary: 

indful that in our apostolate, all members should serve in furthering 
cause of redemption, we offer you the symbol of the office of secretary, 
ils traversed in the form of a cross, that you to whom this symbol is 
rusted will be ever conscious that in performing the duties of your office 
are giving Christ your hands and feet to be used anew in the cause of 
r redemption. 


cretaries Elect (read or recite together) 

e accept this symbol with humility and will strive to perform the duties 
our office faithfully, keeping in mind the words of our holy Father St. 
ancis, that since I am a servant, I am obliged to serve all and communicate 
fragrant words of my Lord. 

All genuflect and return to their places. 

Retiring Novice Master (mistress) and Elect come to center. 


tiring Novice Master (Mistress): 
When the soldiers came to Jesus, and saw that he was already dead, they 


not break his legs, but one of them, taking a lance, thrust it into the 
vior’s side and immediately there flowed out Blood and Water. The Re- 
emer’s side was pierced that a stream of mercy and grace might be poured 
t upon us. But we, if we are to receive the plentitude of that divine dis- 
nsation, must ourselves be opened with a lance, cutting from our hearts 
that would prevent our realizing the fullness of the Divine Pity and 
ve. Accept then this lance a symbol of the Office of Novice Master (Mis- 
oss), ever mindful that it is your duty both by precept and example to 
epare the hearts of those entrusted to you, for a closer union with our 
vine Spouse. 


ovice Master (Mistress) Elect: 
Aware of my own limitations and relying on the guidance of the Holy 


irit, I accept this office, keeping before my mind the words of our holy 
tther St. Francis that I should be mindful of my calling for God in his 
ercy has called me not so much for my own sake as for the sake of the 
any. 

All genuflect and return to places. 
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Retiring Vice Prefect 

“And the soldiers plaiting a crown of thorns, put it on the head of Jesus 
Intellectual pride is truly a form of irreligion. Because of this pride ax 
other sins of the mind, Jesus allowed his head to be pierced with a crow 
of ignominy that caused Him severe physical suffering. Contemplating tt 
mystery of Divine Justice, receive this crown of thorns as a symbol of t 
office of Vice-prefect. Will you accept this symbol as a reminder to ye 
to be mortified in your own judgement, no matter how correct it may | 
according to natural wisdom and to execute faithfully the judgement 
another that shall be placed above you and to reverence his decisions 


if they were your own following the example of our Divine Lord, w 
became obedient even to death on a cross? 


Vice Prefect Elect: 
I accept this symbol of the duties of my office and shall strive to ea 


out faithfully all that shall be prescribed by whomsoever it shall plea 
God to place above me, ever mindful of the words of our holy Father } 
Francis that there are many who on the pretext of seeing something bett 
than what their superiors order, look backward and return to the von 
of their self-will. 

All genuflect and return to their places. 
10. Retiring prefect (with candle and crucifix) and prefect elect come tot 
center. 
Retiring Prefect: (approaching the altar) 

Most Reverend Father, since the term of my office has expired, I ple 
it into your hands. I wish to express thanks to all my fellow tertiaries + 
the love and confidence with which they have honored me. I confess tl 
I have been guilty of many faults during the administration of my o 
Father Director 

May the Lord forgive you every fault which you committed during y 
administration and bless you for the good you have done. In the na. 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

(Father receives the crucifix and lighted candle, symbols of the ofp 
of Prefect. The prefect leaves and the prefect elect approaches the alt 
Father Director 

It is good and acceptable before God to have charge of others. Th 
ought to have the care of souls who expect nothing for themselves of) 
but heed only the will of God in all things; leaders who put nothing abd 
their salvation; who have regard not for the applause of their subjects | 
for their benefit; who care not for show in the sight of men but for el) 
before God; who do not aspire to office, but fear it; whom an office confer: 
does not make proud but humble and an office taken away does not ¢ 
down but lifts up. And you, prefect elect, what do you seek? 

Prefect Elect: 

Reverend Father, for my part, I seek just this privilege from the Le 

never to have any other privilege from anybody than to do reverence 
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trybody and by obedience to the holy rule to convert everybody by 
ample more than by word. 


ther Director 


Tt is the will of the members of this fraternity that you accept the office 
Prefect. Will you accept this office? 


fect Elect: 

Since it is the will of my fellow tertiaries, I consider it a privilege to be 
ir servant and will strive to discharge the duties of my office in a worthy 
nner. May God, with his divine grace, help me to do so. 


ither Director 

}Thanks be to God. In the sacred presence of our blessed Lord, his holy 
fother and our holy Father, St. Francis, | place into your hands the re- 
onsibilities of the office of prefect of this fraternity. Receive this light, 
fsymbol of the light of Christ which should ever shine through you, in all 
ur thoughts, words, and actions; and this crucifix which shall be a re- 
inder to you that only they who are crucified to the world can aspire 
lead others to a new life in Christ. 

Prefect accepts and kisses Crucifix. 


ther Director 

iMay God the Father who created you; God the Son, who redeemed you 
jd God the Holy Ghost who sanctifies you descend upon you and remain 
rever. 

* Prefect returns to place. All rise and sing the “Magnificat.” 

{. Benediction where permitted. 

i Hymn in honor of St. Francis. 


SSSSSSS 


k 


wird Order Youth Congress 
hye annual Third Order Youth Congress will be held at St. Bona- 
ature University, Olean, New York, from August 18-21. Theme of 
e Congress will be “Third Order and Interior Life.” Delegates 
ould plan arrival for Monday evening, August 18. The congress will 
ose Thursday noon, August 21 to provide an opportunity for the 
legates to visit Niagara Falls or Father Baker’s Shrine. Registration 
e for the Congress is $3.50, which includes bus transportation to a 
ecial picnic on Wednesday afternoon. Box lunch supplied. Board 
d Room are $6.00 per day. Entire expense: $18.00 for the whole 


ngress. Send registrations to National Treasurer, Mr. William E. 
yreoran, 825 Academy Ave., Cincinnati 5, Ohio. 
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Geraldine Liss, Tertiary 


In Dying 
We 


Are Born 


The inescapable 

for all men 

is the Paradox 

that before Life 

must come 

Death 

before day 

night 

before spring 

winter 

before peace 

war. 

Sterility 

precedes fertility 

as an earth 

after a dying autumn 
becomes pregnant 
through a barren winter 
to give birth 

in a vital spring. 
And so does the seed die 
to nurture the plant 
and the flower 
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gives way 
to the fruit. 
God | 
had made it so 

and 

what is in the 

physical order 

is also 

in the spiritual. 
Therefore 

one finds 

as Francis did 

that in understanding 
we are understood 

in pardoning 

we are pardoned 

in giving 

we receive 

in dying 

we are born. 

But 

this dying 

is a slow process 

slower 

more gradual 

even than 

the growth of a tree. 

For 

by this death 

one achieves 

perfection in life 

since 

it is death 

within one’s own self 
achieved by 
mortification. 

Mortus_ facere, 

to do death to one’s self 
to be last 

instead of first 

‘“he who humbles himself 
shall be exalted .. . 

to rip out 

the things which 
stagnate us 


FORUA 


your eye 


ndalizes you 


eit out .. . 


concentrate 


your neighbor 
yr what you do to 


_ least of these... 


never stand 
‘the path 
perfection 
ause 


egression. 
how can 


Creator 
ect this 


created? 
+ has shown 
means of 


Ad, 

“man 

wis we are 

Fe 

*was man 

ah 

= body 
n’s soul 

a) mind 

adj emotions 


erit OI) ery 


still 


k of progression 


——————————— 


his flesh 
and 

his heart. 
Christ 
the Man 
achieved 
the death 


which gave 


Life- 


Mortus facere, 
the desert 
forty days of fast 
contemplation 


temptation 
meditation. 
All this 


to precede 
the Passion 


the Crucifixion 
the resurrection. 
The Paradox— 
before the sun 


darkness 


before the warmth 


cold 


before satisfaction 


longing 
before joy 
sorrow 


before triumph 


humiliation. 


‘‘Remember man 
that thou art dust...” 
“My God, My God, 


Why have you forsaken me...” 


‘It is consummated ... 
‘‘He has risen...’ 
The Paradox— 


before God 


man 


before Easter 


Lent! 


History of the Third Order 
LESSON FIVE 


The Third Order 
Secular and Regular 


The Hospice of Bartholomew 

There is an interesting document 
preserved in the Chonica XXIV Gen- 
eralium of the Order about a certain 
Baron Bartholomew. This incident is 
related in the 16th century by Mari- 
ano of Florence and also by Bishop 
St. Antonnie of Florence; also by 
Wadding in his history of the Order. 
All three men place the incident con- 
cerning one Bartholomew about 1222 
or 1223. 

It reads: 

“In the “year ot our” Lord, 1222, 
there was in Italy a certain man by 
the name of Bartholomew who hav- 
ing heard of the wide spread fame 
of St. Francis, abandoned his legal 
profession under the influence of 
Francis’ preaching, donned the plain 
habit of the Third Order, submitted 
himself to its rule, and performed 
worthy fruits of penance. He devel- 
oped such a close friendship with St. 
Francis that the saint granted him the 
authority to receive brothers into the 
Order . . . Arriving one day at this 
hospice, St. Francis . . .” The rest of 
the story does not interest us here. 

These things are noteworthy in this 
small quotation: (1) The plain habit 
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of the Third Order is mentioned as 5 
likewise the “rule of the Third Of 
der.” (2) The faculty to receive mer 
bers was given to Bartholomew. (“ 
Bartholomew’s house gave shelter 
the poor for it was a “hospice.” 


Wadding’s account of this incidey 
is much more elaborate and Gabri 
Andreozzi T.O.R. makes use of it | 
prove the early origin of the Thi 
Order Regular, i.e., secular pries 
who banded together to live tl 
Third Order Rule in a communit, 
The location of Bartholomew’s ha 
pice, says Father Andreozzi, wa 
somewhere between Gubbio ar 
Massa Trabaria. But the evidens 
does not seem to be at hand to proi 
definitely that Bartholomew’s hospi 
was any more than a secular tertiai 
hermitage used to carry out a pid 
work. 


Hermits, Continents, 
Third Order Regular 


Just why secular tertiaries, b 
men and women, formed ‘“‘convé 
groups” in those early days with 
the secular Third Order framewo' 
and did not elect to join the First {é 


— 


FORU 


cond Order of St. Francis is diffi- 
It to understand. 

Some say that the “Regular” or 
Jonvent” tertiary movement arose 
m a desire of secular tertiaries to 
dicate themselves to the corporal 
rks of mercy. But this would hard- 
hold good in the case of tertiary 
rmits. Besides, in the first decades 
e friars themselves were wholly 
ven to social charity as can be seen 
the care of lepers and the poor. 
Perhaps it is nearer the mark to 
njecture that some tertiaries, in- 
ined to be realistic, were a bit fear- 
1 of total renunciation as demanded 
Francis and the order in the early 
ys. (It had to be a clean cut cleav- 
e—at once and for always. Wit- 
ess the case of Bernard of Quinta- 
Ile.) Neither did these eager ter- 
ries wish to assume the obligation 
being sent far from home by obedi- 
ce or even of being swallowed up 
to anonymity amid the large broth- 
hood such as the First Order was 
coming. Also, recall the poor pastor 
ho wanted to join the friars but 
uld not tear himself away from his 
tle flock who needed him desper- 
rely. 

All of these people may have pre- 
srred to form little groups of ac- 
uaintances, and either as individual 
ermits or as a community dedicate 
remselves to the service of some 
inctuary or to some. pious work. 
hese tertiaries came from the ranks 
f the priesthood as well as from the 
lity. Priests, it is certain, belonged 
» the Third Order from its very be- 
inning. In the rule of 1221, priests 
re especially charged to offer one 
fass during the week following the 
eath of a brother or sister tertiary; 
yose that know the psalter were to 
iy fifty psalms, the rest fifty Paters 
ith Requiems. Each year the tertiary 
riest was bound to offer three Masses 
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for the spiritual welfare of the broth- 
ers and sisters both living and dead. 


Did some of these early tertiaries 
take vows? The title often given them 
of “Continenti” has led some to be- 
lieve that they did. There is not suf- 
ficient indication that the name de- 
noted the state of celibacy as in the 
case of Piccardo, nephew of St. Fran- 
cis (his father was Angelo, brother of 
the saint), who appears in numerous 
Assisi documents as a tertiary given 
to pious works. The term may well 
have been used loosely in reference 
to the tertiary’s obligation to live a 
well regulated conjugal life. 


We do not want to trace the story 
of the Third Order Regular here, nor 
do we wish to neglect it entirely. The 
whole Franciscan order with all its 
branches and off shoots developed 
historically and simultaneously and all 
parts are in some sense inter-depend- 
ent. Special groups within a larger 
framework have always congregated; 
and in the history of Christianity we 
find this special grouping from the 
very beginning. In the Franciscan Or- 
der, simple tertiaries, conscious of 
their own peculiar character and liv- 
ing their profession seriously as chil- 
dren of St. Francis, formed their own 
societies, groups, fraternities, apart 
from the Third Order Regular which 
lives in community. These groups 
have lived the Third Order Rule and 
sometimes add vows which are usu- 
ally private, but more recently have 
even taken public vows as in the case 
of secular institutes. These groups 
have been inspired by some specific 
apostolic program. The Spirit 
breathes where he will! (See March 
1958 Catholic Digest p. 81 ff. for an 
account of secular tertiaries banded 
together for a good work under the 
direction of Tertiary Province 5.) 


These confreres of the First and 
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Second Order deserve our praise and 
support. But at the same time we 
must not loose sight of the fact that 
the Rule of the Third Order and the 
spirituality it inculcates is specifically 
aimed to aid those living in the world 
to live their ordinary lives in the 
world with extraordinary Christian 
adeptness through the practice and 
profession of the Rule of the Third 
Order and encouraged by the spirit 
of St. Francis of Assisi. The rule of 
the tertiary obliges, not under sin, but 
under the burden of the liberty of 
love, to certain practical imitations of 
the common life of the religious, such 
as the association with a fraternity, 
coming together to offer Holy Mass 
and from time to time reciting Matins 
together “in choir’ as _ recited or 
chanted by the friars. 

These meetings and the pious prac- 
tices performed in common were the 
stimulus for tertiaries to gather to- 
gether, acquire common property and 
finally construct convents of their own 
and at the same time gradually ac- 
quiring the faculty of receiving new 
novices to the Third Order according 
to the rule approved by Nicholas TV 
which gave the faculty to the ter- 
tiary ministers who were elected by 
the members of the fraternity. 

Father Heribert Holzapfel O.F.M. 
in his History of the Order of Friars 
Minor, notes that this development 
did not take place with the complete 
good pleasure of the First Order. No 
matter. By 1295 there were many ter- 
tiaries living the common life and at 
least in Germany they had received 
from Boniface VIIT permission to 
erect an oratory to celebrate Holy 
Mass. By the 14th century they be- 
came more numerous and finally re- 
ceived the recognition of being al- 
lowed to take solemn vows. 

Though tertiary groups tended to 
splinter off or to swarm into inde- 
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pendent fraternities and some actu 
ally did become “Regular” conven: 
orders, the secular tertiary group 
were finally put under the control 
the First Order of the three Frana 
can obediences by the 16th centu 
which at the same time assumed th 
external governing power of the Thi 
Order secular, “for all of whom ther 
was but one Father—St. Francis.” 


Consecrated Tertiaries 

There were “hermit” tertiaries w 
remained with their families, spousi 
or widows or young maidens; son 
of these “incarcerated” themsely 
voluntarily. During the 13th centuy 
St. Verdiana and St. Rose were exani 
ples of such incarceration. Both r’ 
ceived the cord and scapular of th 
Order at their parish churches ary 
then had themselves locked up, Ve’ 
diana in a solemn manner and Row 
in a more quiet way since she r 
mained at the home of her pareng 
In the 15th century St. Colette Boyle 
was walled up in a narrow cell elect 
to the cathedral of Corbie before s_ 
was summoned to reform the Pet 
Clares and some of the monaster: 
of the Friars Minor. 

Others alternated periods of sos 
tude in poor huts with service of tf 
sick. Such was the case of the peniteti 
St. Margaret of Cortona; she deel 
cated herself to the poor sick. So aa 
St. Elizabeth, daughter of the king @ 
Hungary and husband of the Lang 


spare time she spent working as ¥ 
infirmarian in a hospital which 
founded. | 

Tertiaries given to an austere a} 
contemplative life were not restric/é] 
to one particular calling, for the Sp 
breathes freely and inspires souls 
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ious pursuits, even to dictating 
es of profound mystical theology 
was the case of Angela of Foligno. 
a corner of the church of St. Fran- 
where her body has now been ex- 
bed for six centuries, she dictated 
Friar Arnold the marvelous “Book 
True Knowledge of the Faithful.” 
| it she taught the seven stages of 
fent to union with the Church which 
rought about by fixing the eyes of 
soul on the book of the Crucifix. 
e€ was given the title “Master of 
eology” and was a source of light 
her examples and persuasive words, 
fHuencing even the forceful Friar 
or Hubert of Casale who speaks 
her in his celebrated “Tree of Life 
the Crucified Jesus.” 
hese consecrated virgins and wid- 
s where the precursors of our hos- 
al sisters. In a certain sense they 
re the counterparts of the “her- 
ts’ and the priests of the Third 
der, living as they did apart from 
“women joined in matrimony.” 


Foundations of 
Blessed Angelina 


In 1397 a young widow of an Ital- 
ian count withdrew from Naples and 
founded the celebrated monastery 
“delle Contesse” at Foligno which be- 
came the center of a large religious 
family and a model for all succeed- 
ing Convent Third Order congrega- 
tions. Her name was Angelina of Cor- 
bara or of Marsciano. From Martin 
V in 1428 Angelina received the right 
for her foundation to have its own 
proper ministers. The 
thus organized with ministers provin- 
cial and,a minister general. But the 
canon law and the thinking of the 
times gradually imposed strict “clois- 
ters” on these sisters until the canons 


sisters were 


and thinking were revised by the 
Council of Trent. Most of the devel- 
opment of Third Order Regular com- 
munities in the early centuries of the 
order demands much more study. © 
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At present the Franciscan Herald Press 
launching a new Franciscan Book Club. 
‘e first mailing will go out in a couple 
weeks. We are trying to reach the grass 
>ts—directly the tertiaries and members 
the Order. In our February editorial, 
in past editorials, we proposed that 
aternities send in their mailing lists so 
it their tertiaries would be given direct 
\ilings on the latest and best in Fran- 
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ciscanism. Response has been excellent— 
from New York City, Cleveland, Wash- 
ington, D. C., Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania— 
to mention some of the larger fraternities. 
We would like to have all of them. And 
it is to the advantage of the fraternity 
to have its members get first hand infor- 
mation. Send us your name or your list 
of names today. We will send you the 
information. 
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St. Anthony, the Man Who Found Him- 
self, Norman Painting & Michael Day, 
Franciscan Herald Press, $2.50. 

St. Anthony is one of the most popular 
Franciscan saints and many books have 
been written about him. This new one 
is different. It does not read like so many 
stuffy biographies about saints. This one 
has all the appeal and suspense of a 
moving drama without sacrificing any of 
the historical facts. The author lets us 
share the inner thoughts of the saint as 
he struggles with self to find his proper 
vocation. We suffer shipwreck with him 
in his pursuit for the crown of martyr- 
dom. We listen with attention as he 
preaches his first sermon which was the 
beginning of a career that brought him 
world wide fame. We go with him to 
Bologna where he teaches theology, one 
of the first Franciscans to do so. We beam 
with pride when we see him in the role 
of peace-maker. All the facts are there 
and so graphically told that one is re- 
luctant to set the book aside until it 
is finished, 


Immortal Profile, Ernest Pallascio-Morin, 
Franciscan Herald Press .95c and $2.50 
Step by step this book takes us through 
the public life of our Lord. It is a 
layman’s concept of Christ as he goes 
from place to place. Beautifully, in the 
language of the poet that he is, the 
author unfolds trait after trait until we 
behold the image of Christ.. The book 
moves fast. There is no sermonizing, no 
moralizing. All the author wants to do 
is to let us see Christ as he sees him and 
seeing Christ, love Him. The book closes 
with one of the most impressive prayers 
of love that we have ever read, It makes 
a fitting climax to a well written book. 
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| 
The Land of Cain, Peter Lappin, Doubl} 
day, $3.95. 

The “fighting Irish’ could be a ses 
ondary name for this novel. It is set i 
the harrowing days when brother fougl 
brother, when Catholic fought Protestam 
Brian Tracey is caught up in the midst « 
it. Essentially he was a peace loving max 
he wanted no part of violence. All fi 
wanted to do was purchase a track of lam 
that he could call his own, and settle dow 
next to nature with Sheila Reilly. Whd 
his brother was murdered in his own homa 
Brian could no longer remain the spey 
tator. He had to get into the fight; it 
had to avenge the death of his brothe 
He shed blood and became a man marked 
for death. Excitement, suspense, intrigus 
betrayal, all go to make up an absori 
ing novel of a man pursued. 


Holiness is Where You Find It, Floren’ 
Wedge, Franciscan Publishers, Pulaski 
Wis. $2.50. 

She is at it again in her breezy, alma: 
offhand style. Florence Wedge makes 3 
clear that holiness is not the privilege : 
a select few. It is not restricted to cos 
vents or monasteries. “Be you perfect” | 
all embracing. This book shows ha 
twenty-nine people from twenty-nine d 
ferent walks of life took these words seu 
ously enough to become saints. What tl 
author does so well is demonstrate thi 
holiness is as universal as the Church; thi 
no particular walk of life is a deterent 
sanctity. In fact, each walk of life hi! 
special opportunities for achieving t! 
only worth while goal in life. Some of t. 
saints treated are well known and othd 
you may meet for the first time and the) 
is no more pleasant way of meeting the 
than by being introduced by Floren’ 
Wedge. She immediately puts you at yo! 
ease in their company. 
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ve A Problem, Lynn Alexander, Fran- 
n Publishers, Pulaski, Wis., $3.50 
Alexander is a staff columnist for 
leading Catholic magazines and turns 
four columns of teen counselling 
thly. She has been specializing in 
problems for the past ten years and 
ng that time she has been in con- 
with thousands and thousands of 
s who turn to her with their prob- 
. This book is based upon the many 
‘rs she receives daily. It touches on 
about every phase of teen age living 
rsonality, popularity, dating, you and 
, you and education. Mrs. Alexander 
not dodge an issue nor does she mince 
s. The advice that she gives has a 
moral tone and a certain strictness 
t it. The questions asked and the 
lems broached are so typical that we 
this book will be of great benefit for 
youngster for whom it was written. 
one who has the fortunate task of 
seling teen agers will gain a lot of 
ht by reading Mrs. Alexander’s an- 
s to questions that have been asked 
and again. 


ies of the Saints, Norman Painting, 
ciscan Herald Press, $2.50 

Eustace, St. Richard, St. Philip Neri 
St. Catherine of Siena are the four 
ts about which the author writes. We 
know that Catherine of Siena in- 
ed the Pope to return to Rome from 
gnon, but to read Norman Painting’s 
ount of the event makes it stand out 
vividly that you are on the scene 
h the saint as she pleads her cause. 
may know about the humor of St. 
lip Neri, but in this account we get 
‘know how delightfully human _ this 
nor is. And if we do not know any- 
1g about St. Eustace and St. Richard 
is a pleasure to get acquainted with 
m in these pages. The jacket blurb 
s us that these stories originally ap- 
red in the form of plays broadcast 
the British Broadcasting Company. 
ey were edited and adapted from the 
‘inal broadcast script by Fr. Michael 
y. They certainly have not lost their 
matic impact in the transformation. 


h Attentive Ear and Courageous Heart 
yrge T. Meagher C.S.C, Bruce, $4.00. 
is is the life story of Mother Mary 
sper, foundress of the Sisters Poor 
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Handmaids of Jesus Christ; her cause is 
now before the Sacred Congregation of 
Rites. From poor peasant parents near 
Western Germany’s Koblenz, with limited 
education and a sickly constitution, 
Mother Mary overcame tremendous ob- 
stacles to achieve her goal. A member of 
the Third Order of St. Francis prior to 
founding her community, she is known to 
have walked thirty miles to attend the 
fraternity meetings! The poor sick were 
her first concern; young women grouped 
about her to help with the tasks of car- 
ing for the orphans, the aged and the 
sick. Houses were established and the 
community became a reality on August 15, 
1851. Until her death in 1898 Mother 
Mary led the community as superior gen- 
eral. At that time there were 160 estab- 
lishments dotting Germany, Bohemia, Hol- 
land, England and the United States; 
more than 2,000 members had been re- 
ceived into her community. This is a well 
written biography of a Mother Founder 
and an inspiration and challenge to all 
women today, for He that is Mighty has 
done great things in so lowly an instrn- 
ment. @ 


Our Lady at Lourdes, Marion Habig O.F.M, 
Franciscan Herald Press, 15c. 

This pamphlet is very timely. The author 
has done considerable research on Lourdes 
and seeks to correct some of the in- 
accuracies about the apparitions that are 
constantly repeated in the various books 
written on the subject. He gives a calen- 
dar of the apparitions and a short ac- 
count of what transpired at each ap- 
pearance. An excellent summary. 


Around the Clock with St. Francis, Con- 
rad Polzer, O.F.M., Cap., Third Order 
Bureau, 25c. This new 48 page pamph- 
let delves into the Third Order spirit 
and life. Its primary purpose is to show 
how the Tertiary can sanctify each day. 
It begins with morning prayer and medi- 
tation, and procedes step by step from 
Mass to Communion to the Tertiary Of- 
fice. We are shown how to sanctify our 
meals, our work and our recreation. Ap- 
propriate suggestions are given on spirit- 
ual reading, examination of conscience and 
the works of charity. If the exercises and 
practices suggested are followed faithfully, 
a Tertiary will definitely develop a deeper 
Franciscan outlook and motivation. An 
inspiring booklet by a veteran in the 


field. e 


137 


Eee ws oF 


INTEREST 


Franciscan Province Centenary One hun- 
dred years ago, the first friary of what 
was later to be the Sacred Heart Prov- 
ince of the Order of Friars Minor (Chi- 
cago-St. Louis) was founded, at Teu- 
topolis, Illinois on October 3, 1858. In 
that year eight religious left the Francis- 
can friary at Warendorf, Germany, in an- 
swer to an appeal from Bishop Juncker 
of Alton and in obedience to their Father 
Provincial Gregory Janknecht, to do pio- 
neer work in America. It was in August 
that they set out on what was for those 
days a momentous journey. They sailed 
from Bremerhafen on August 28 and 
arrived at New York September 14, after 
a stormy voyage of 17 days. On Sep- 
tember 23, they reached Teutopolis, the 
future center of mission activities which 
covered practically all of southern Illi- 
nois. The pioneers were Fathers Damian 
Hennewig, Capistran Zwinge and Servace 
Altmicks, with Brothers Irenaeus Drewes, 
Paschal Kutsche, Julius Schmaenk, Ed- 
mund Wilde, and Francis Uphoff. 

They were not the first Franciscans of 
the modern period to be active in what 
is now the United States, because the 
pioneers of St. John Baptist Province, 
Cincinnati, had arrived in 1847. But the 
Province of the Sacred Heart became 
successor and heir to the old Spanish 
Padres of California when in 1885 their 
only remaining community and convent of 
Santa Barbara was incorporated in the 
Sacred Heart Province and so, the unit 
of the Order these men were destined to 
found links up with the first Franciscan 
settlements in the United States as well 
as in America generally. 

The Province of the Sacred Heart, 
which took formal shape in 1879, now 
numbers 58 friaries throughout the Mis- 
sissippi Valley with a total of 735 friars, 
of whom 450 are priests, 100 clerics in 
preparation for the priesthod and 165 
lay brothers. 
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In addition, the province of Sanjj 
Barbara, including the Pacific Coast wiv 
Arizona and Utah, branched off and bj 
came an independent province since 191}j 
The activities of the friars embraces eve 
kind of priestly and pastoral work, ij 
cluding a large and very flourishing mii 
sion in the state of Para, Brazil. A form 
mission field in China (diocese of Cham 
tein, Shantung) of which Bishop Ambror¢ 
H. Pinger OFM is ordinary, had somé 
28 priests laboring there before the Rew 
took over. Father Cyril Wagner is sts 
in a Red jail—one of three Americeg 
priests still in China. In the midwest, $3 
Peter’s beautiful new ‘‘Loop” church 
Chicago, is known by almost every Bishdé 
and priest who stops off in Chicago 
say Mass. 

Headquarters of the province is } 
cated in St. Louis with a branch provis 
cial office in St. Peter’s, Chicago; ti 
provincial is the Very Rev. Pius Bar 
O.F.M. Ph.D. For the last 35 years tii 
province has published “Third Ord! 
Forum” now “Franciscan Herald ar 
Forum” and has been actively engaged th! 
same length of time in promoting ar 
spreading Franciscan literature through ti! 
Franciscan Herald Press. The  provinu 
conducts two colleges, St. Joseph Sem 
nary, Westmont, Illinois, and Quincy Cc 
lege, Quincy, Lllinois, besides the housi 
for philosophical and theological studi: 
in Cleveland and Teutopolis respectivel: 
and a training school for brothers at Wes 
mont, Illinois. 

A detailed, illustrated history of som 
800 pages entitled Heralds of the Kini 
The Franciscans of Sacred Heart Pro 
ince, 1858-1958, will be published 
Franciscan Herald Press during the sur 
mer; and the province will commence th 
centennial celebration of the coming of tl 
first friars on September 14, at Teutop 
lis, Tllinois. Throughout the  followir 
year, until September 14, 1959, suitab 
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rvances will be held in the other prin- 
1 houses of the province. 


op James Ryan O.F.M., On February 
e Associated Press wire service car- 
the news under Vatican City date- 
that Father James Ryan O.F.M., 
incial delegate of the Commissariat of 
Sacred Heart in the state of Para, 
il (Province 5), was named Titular 
tarem, Brazil by Pope Pius XII. 
iop-elect Ryan volunteered, along with 
e other Fathers of the St. Louis-Chi- 
Franciscan Province, to go to Brazil 
943 when it was impossible for the 
man Franciscan Fathers in the prelacy 
antarem to get assistance and men. 
center of the prelacy is 500 miles 
the Amazon River at a city of some 
00 people called Santarem, situated 
re the Tapajos river coming from 
south flows into the Amazon river 
g to the Atlantic Ocean. The present 
acy of Santarem covers a area of some 
,000 Square miles (bigger than Texas) 
approximately 200,000 people and 
ae Mundurucu Indian Settlement 
some 2,000 inhabitants. There are 
sr uncivilized tribes still in the territory 
he prelacy. Wth Santarem as a center, 
23 Fathers and 5 brothers from Sac- 
Heart Province spread their work 
1g the jungle highways (the rivers) 
ie 300 miles south of the Amazon 
vg the Tapajos river and about 200 
2s east along the Amazon river. There 
10 principal centers, about 50 miles 
rt, and over 130 chapels situated 
1g the large rivers and_ tributaries 
ch are cared for by the Fathers. 


‘he German Franciscan Fathers re- 
blished the ancient province of St. 
hony in Brazil in 1907 and at that 
> also took over the mission of San- 
m-Para besides the mission among the 
nduruca Indians far up the Tapajos 
r. Franciscans came to Brazil in 1500 
1 is discovery and established the 
tody of St. Anthony in 1585; but it 
not until 1657 that the custody was 
1ed into a province. After the revolu- 
and secularization of church prop- 
in Brazil, the province deteriorated 
l it was reestablished by the German 
vers. Last year the Province celebrated 
ter-centenary and 50 years of work 
he Amazon. 
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The first bishop of the prelacy of San- 
tarem was Bishop Amandus Bahlmann 
O.F.M., known in the United States by 
many. He was one of the bishops present 
for the first Third Order National Con- 
gress held in Chicago in 1921. Since its 
establishment, the huge prelacy of San- 
tarem has been divided four ways: the 
prelacies of Xingu, Macapa and Obidos. 
The latest division was that of Obidos and 
was effected on July 26, 1957 when the 
Most Rev. Florian Loewenau O.F.M., 
was transferred from Santarem to the new 
prelacy of Obidos, which is north of the 
Amazon. The new prelacy of Obidos will | 
be entirely in the hands of the German 
Franciscans who were being assisted until 
now by the American Franciscans in the 
prelacy of Santarem. 


Brazil now has more than 100 dioceses, 
although 60 years ago there were only 13 
diocesan sees in the whole country. The 
major part of Brazil, however, is di- 
vided into 31 prelacies and of these the 
prelacy of Santarem, the see of Bishop- 
elect Ryan, is the largest. 


Bishop-elect James Ryan was born No- 
vember 17, 1912 and was baptised at 
St. Gabriel’s church, Chicago. He was 
invested with the Franciscan habit August 
19, 1931 and ordained on June 24, 
1938 by the late Bishop James A. Grif- 
fin, Bishop of Springfield, who was also 
a native of St. Gabriel’s parish, Chi- 
cago. @ 


St. Clare TV Patron On Monday, February 
17, Pope Pius XII proclamed St. Clare of 
Assisi patron saint of television. The 
papal decree, issued by the Sacred Con- 
gregation of Rites, named St. Clare to 
watch over and protect all television work- 
ers. The Forum (see June 1957, p 214 
and January 1958, p. 25) has urged all 
members of the three orders of St. Francis 
to petition the Holy See for this event 
which has now become a reality. In the 
January 1958 issue of the Forum, Fr. 
Marion Habig O.F.M. explained that 
St. Clare was proposed as TV _ patron 
because on Christmas eve in 1252 she 
lay seriously ill at San Damiano, The 
great Basilica of San Francisco was now 
completed, which was a mile and a half 
distant, and Clare longed to be present 
there for the Christmas office and mid- 
night Mass. Her prayer was granted and 
she explained it simply to her sisters: 
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“By the grace of Christ, I have actually 
witnessed the entire divine service (Matins 
and holy Mass) which was celebrated 
this night in the Church of San Fran- 
cisco.” She saw and heard the whole 
service taking place a mile and half away 
without leaving her bed. 

We add here again the words with 
which Fr. Marion ended the January 
account of St. Clare as patron of TV: 
“Now that the Boston Congress of the 
Third Order has decided to find a place 
for the “Hour of St. Francis” on tele- 
vision, the declaration of St. Clare as 
patron of TV will be both an_inspira- 
tion and a promise of success. What she 
saw and heard in her sickroom on Christ- 
mas night in {252 will also make a good 
TV program in the 20th century. @ 


Saint Francis’ “Own” Words? The Sep- 
tember 1957 issue of Jubilee, a serious 
Catholic review, carried a full page pic- 
ture of St. Francis by the ancient master 
Margheritone of Arezzo which was quite 
authentic. The text along side the picture, 
however, appears to be plain literary moon- 
shine. It is labeled as “‘Saint Francis’ Own 
Words” as “translated by Dom Roger 
Hudleston O.S.F.” And it purports to be 
St. Francis own description of how the 
stigmatization took place on Mt. La Verna 
—his own thoughts and the direct speech 
of Christ to him. (St. Bonaventure, in 
fact, says that St. Francis always told the 
brethren that the Lord revealed things to 
him at the time of the stigmata that he 
could never reveal to any of his friars.) 
One thing is certain: the text quoted by 
Jubilee are not the words of St. Francis, 
but some later invention, probably more 
than a century after the death of St. 
Francis. The Words of St. Francis com- 
piled by Fr. James Meyer OFM several 
years ago represent the written and spoken 
words of the Seraphic Father as recorded 
by his earliest biographers. 

One of the Forum’s oldest readers, sup- 
porter and contributor on occasion, pointed 
out to us recently that for over 37 years 
the Forum has been the watchtower in 
the field of Franciscana and has never 
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failed to point out spurious Franciscanisn} 
no matter where it is found. 

Over the years you will find in tH 
pages of the Forum fact-filled and tights 
written pages that explode the Sabatii 
thesis of a disgruntled and _ disillusione 
Francis who died content to leave his Of 
der because it had turned out to be som 
thing he had never wanted! Or that Fra; 
cis was at odds with the Church. The) 
ideas, in fact, still persist and crop 
from time to time. 

That Brother Elias was a great org 
and a hideous blackguard is another pel 
sistent theme than runs through hashed 
writing on St. Francis and his order. T 
late editor of the Forum, Fr. James Meyc) 
came to Brother Elias’ defense often a y 
vehemently. He was one of the first to qc} 
so! 

Nor did literary eminence ever stop th 
Forum from pointing out obvious flaye 
in “name” authors. Thus, for instan 
Henry Louis Hughes translation of Fath: 
Germelli’s Franciscan Message to th 
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abbreviated and adapted with whole cha: 
ters omitted. The English speaking wor% 
has never since had the privilege of rea:! 
ing this wonderful book with the pow% 
and fullness of Father Gemelli’s messag# 
The translation of Otto Karrer’s Legen 
and Lauds of St. Francis was done witi 
out knowledge of Franciscan history ar 
frightfully frustrating for a Franciscan 
read, especially with a Catholic publisi 
ing company using the King James es 
sion of the scriptures! Edward Huttor 
translation of Omer Englebert’s St. Fran 

of Assisi was also a sorry ‘iseppoiaay 
So convinced is Franciscan Herald Pre 
of the worth of Englebert’s book, that { 
has recently arranged to buy off the Hul 
ton translation from the original publisi 
ers to take it off the market and to ha” 
the book completely re-translated from tl 
1957 French edition. It will be published 
in the fall of 1958. We could mentid 
others such as Vida Scudder, Gilsos 
Ernest Raymond, Moorman — but tl 
above suggests what the Forum has co} 
tinued to do over the years. | 
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editor of The Way of St. Francis, publica- 
of the Province of St. Barbara, California, 
s up the Holy Father’s allocution to the Ter- 
ies of Italy in which the Pope reiterates Leo 
Ps conviction that the Third Order is “a 
ol of perfection.” The leadership sought for 
his Layman’s Order in fraternities, in prov- 


s and on the national scene, must be born of 
conviction that the Third Order School has 
teachers, the curriculum, the discipline, and 
students to produce “worthy fruits.” The 
se needs a catalyst to precipitate these latent 
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ents. This is the first of a series of articles 
ich we hope will produce that effect. 


THE Epiror 


PERFECTION 


by Brendan Mitchell O.F.M. 


Epiror, THE Way 


. . you have recovered your primitive fervor, to make of the Third Order 


chool of christian perfection, of the genuine Franciscan spirit, and of 


rless and prompt action for building up of the Body of Christ.” 
pE Pius XII, Address to Tertiaries, July 1, 1956. 


‘he Third Order of St. Francis is 
ant to be a school. 

The’ authority for making that 
nted and suggestive statement is 
e other than Pope Pius XII in his 
v well known, but not fully ap- 
d, instruction to ‘Tertiaries in 
6, which has come to be known 
“The Franciscan Vision of Life.” 
‘he Holy Father’s designation of 
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the Third Order as a “school,” if stud- 
ied and applied, supplies one of the 
most practical and powerful impulses 
for developing the Order in modern 
times. Most everyone has some famil- 
iarity with what a school is. This con- 
cept applied to the Third Order is 
full of rich insights and fruitful sug- 
gestion. It supplies at once a reser- 


vior of possible developments and a 
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practical outline of procedure. It 
clears away much vagueness and 
points a sure, well-defined direction. 


For one thing, this designation of 
the Third Order as a school breaks 
effectively through the canonical and 
historical definitions and provides a 
functional one. Precise canonical con- 
cepts are necessary; history provides 
from the past necessary clues to the 
present; but a definition, or at least 
a description, which underlines the 
present and inherent dynamism of the 
Order is equally important. 


Function Fraternity-Living 


The Third Order is more than a 
legal entity. It is much more than 
a relic of the glorious past. It is a 
living, functioning and effectual force 
in the present—otherwise why does it 
encumber the ground? The Holy 
Father, describing the Third Order 
for the contemporary world as a 
“school of spirituality,’ spotlights pre- 
cisely this functioning nature of the 
Order. He indicates definite objec- 
tives and challenges tertiary leaders 
to devise effective means to achieve 
them. The Third Order is meant to 
be, says the Holy Father, a school in 
which Catholics learn and acquire 
fuller spirituality. And those who di- 
rect and compose the Order have the 
responsibility of providing means of 
making it a school, really and not a 
mere figure of speech. 

Adhering to the Pope’s concrete 
trend of thought, the term ‘The 
Third Order” should immediately be 
translated into “The Fraternity,” for 
the Order has its concrete existence 
in the actual communities of tertia- 
ries. It is the social organism called 
a Fraternity, composed of tertiaries 
professing the Third Order Rule and 
under the guidance of a Spiritual Di- 
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rector, which is meant to ‘all 
function of “a school of spirituality 

A school may be described with fg 
accuracy aS an organization designe 
to impart learning and to provi 
training. It consists of both teache 
and the taught. Its object is to in 
crease the learner’s knowledge, 
modify his attitudes, to strengthen 
motives, to form his habits. Its pro 
uct is a person intellectually enriche 
and morally formed. Apply these ge 
eral norms to the Third Order Fr 
ternity—recalling that it is meant 
function within the area of the spir 
ual life—and the enormous potentiai 
ity of the Third Order Fraternin 
within the life of the Church begi 
to be revealed. 


Defining the School 


Perhaps the first and immedia‘é 
benefit of possessing this function: 
description supplied by the Pope cont 
sists in the standard it provides kj 
which the Third Order can be di 
tinguished from other associations a 
societies in a parish or a diocese, I 
addition, it helps one from confusini 
the Third Order with what it is not 
a difference not always successfull 
grasped even by tertiaries themselve‘ 

For instance, a fraternity of Fran 
ciscan tertiaries is not a prayer guill 
or a devotional society, though it fox 
ters the spirit and practice of praye% 
Third Order is not equivalent to thi 
Rosary Crusade or the Holy Nam» 
Society, either in purpose or functior 
Nor is the fraternity of tertiaries 
society for devotion to St. Franci: 
though it is devoted to its Foundey 
his ideals and spirit. Neither is it | 
pious union for garnering indulgence; 
though tertiaries are found who mis 
takenly think that is its main con 
cern. 


A proper understanding of the 
uird Order as a school of spiritual- 
prevents it from being confused 
th what might be called the action 
ieties in the Church. It does not 
ve the purpose of an altar society 
a parents club. Its distinctive func- 
n sets it apart from those Catholic 
ieties immediately and dynamical- 
devoted to the works of mercy, 
th spiritual and temporal, such as 
2 Legion of Mary and the St. Vin- 
nt de Paul Conferences. Yet the 
uird Order is consonant with both 
ese two spiritual groups and often 
fics outstanding leaders in their 
s. 


The Third Order has been mis- 
sen for a study club when in reality 
is much more. It has been observed 
include features of mutual help 
ial relaxation, but an observer who 
ses the Third Order for a bene- 
lent society or a social club is to- 
ly misled, 


The fact, is, of course, adhering 
ssely to the Pope’s description of 
> Third Order, a fraternity of ter- 
ries includes elements of all the 
ove mentioned Church associations. 
t, it is also a fact that is not of 
> same nature as any of them. The 
urd Order is something essentially 
ferent—it is a school, a school of 
» spiritual life. 

This concept can never be insisted 
on too closely nor too emphatical- 
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ly. It needs repeating because Catho- 
lics generally, and many tertiaries, in- 
sist on thinking of the Third Order 
in terms of other Catholic societies 
with which they are familiar—the 
confraternities, movements, guilds and 
clubs of wide variety which jostle one 
another in our parishes and dioceses. 
Such a frame of reference is mislead- 
ing, because the Third Order is to- 
tally different in nature and purposes. 


This confusion might be prevented. 
by recalling the proper and categori- 
cal term by which the Popes have 
also designated it—a Religious Order 
for Lay People. But as distinctive and 
meaningful as this classification is, it 
is apt to remain vague and unreveal- 
ing to the rank and file unfamiliar 
with the characteristic elements of a 
Religious Order. Pope Pius’ term “a 
school of spirituality” presents a more 
familiar concept, one that is likely to 
shed clearer and more abundant light 
on the distinctive function of the 
Third Order Fraternity to the aver- 
age person. 


As a school, the Third Order Fra- 
ternity must obviously be concerned 
primarily with teaching and training 
those who belong to it. This fact not 
only distinguishes it from other Cath- 
olic societies, but also readily suggests 
many of the distinctive elements and 
activities of a properly functioning 
fraternity which will be explored in 
future articles. 
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our editor since 1955. His editorials alw; 
pack a punch. Fr. Mark is the author of 1 


popular paperback life of St. Francis — 7 
Poverello, published by Franciscan Her, 
Press. Since his ordination in 1945 he 
been active in Third Order circles. At p 
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(whose combined membership numbers | 
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